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The Art of Cinematic Storytelling: 
Transforming Your Premise into an Engaging Screenplay 
Instructor: Steven Wolfson wolfsonwritingworkshops@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/wolfsonwritingworkshops/ 
Instagram: @wolfson_writing_workshops 
 
 
BUILDING YOUR STORY 
 
PREMISE: 
The exciting idea, the initial spark... 
Are you personally invested? Do you find the idea narratively compelling? 
Make sure your premise possesses INHERENT CONFLICT. 

CHARACTER: 
The bright hot sun at the center of your story's universe. ALL 
STORY EMANATES FROM CHARACTER. 
Understand their backstory, who they are now, and where they are going. 

SUPER WANT/INNER-NEED: 
What's driving your characters to act? 
What do your characters want more than anything else? 
The super want is conscious; the inner-need lies just below the surface. 
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ACTION: 
How your characters get what they want. Keeps the story moving forward. 
Action can either be physical or verbal (dialogue). 
A story is constructed with ESCALATING ACTIONS (known as "beats"). 

CONFLICT: 
Keeps the audience invested in your story. The conflict is THE PROBLEM. 
Many forms of conflict, including man vs. man and the inner struggle. A story 
requires ESCALATING CONFLICT. 
 
STRUCTURE: 
The hand of the creator, guiding the order and choice of scenes. Finding a 
specific and compelling beginning, middle and end. 
Structure should be invisible and organic to your story. 

THEME: 
The deeper meaning of your story. 
Often emerges only once the story is written. 
Remember: theme is PERSONAL. 
 

 

 
Story Fundamentals Worksheet 
 
What is the one-sentence premise of your screenplay? 
 
Who are the central characters? How would you describe each of them? How 
are each of your characters flawed? 
 
When and where does the story take place? 
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What is the central ‘problem’ your protagonist must resolve? What 

‘inciting incident’ creates this problem? 

Who are the central conflicts between in your story? 

What does your protagonist want? What do they truly need? 
 
What do you personally find most compelling about your 
premise/story? 
 
In tone or subject matter, what film is similar to your story? What do 

you think is the central theme of your premise/story? 

 

 
Superwant Worksheet 
 
1. In its most specific form, what is the character's superwant? 
 
2. Why is it vital that the character get this? 

3. What specific actions are taken to satisfy this want? 

4. How far logically will the character go to get this? 
 
5. What would happen if the character doesn’t get what he or she wants? 

6. What forces stand in their way of getting what they want? 
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7. What issues and events in the character’s backstory helped to create 
this superwant? 
 
8. How do others view this superwant and the hunger to obtain it? 

9. What emotions are created by going after the want and possibly 
obtaining it? 
 
Structure Worksheet 
 
Opening Scene: 

Inciting Incident: 

End of Act One: 
 
First Scene of Act Two: 

First Major Complication of Act Two: Midpoint: 

First Major Complication after Midpoint: End of 

Act Two: 

First Scene of Act Three: Climax: 

Last scene 
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